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ABSTRACT 

 

Optical energy is one of the most ubiquitous forms of energy available and as such, has been the source of abundant 

research into understanding and developing applications using it. The versatility and sensitivity of optical forces have 

allowed it to be widely applied in both micro/nano scales and macro scales. Herein, the author discussed the 

development of two further devices to take advantage of the numerous benefits offered by optics. First, a soft gel based 

optical waveguide is fabricated and experimentally tested. The gel waveguide, fabricated from agarose hydrogel, extends 

the capability of optical manipulation from silicon and other hard substances to soft materials capable of incorporating 

biology within the substrate itself. This paper focusses on the practical applications of optofluidics for renewal energy 

sources. 
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 INTRODUCTION 

 

Optofluidics is a rapidly developing field in which the combination of precision, sensitivity and versatility of optical fields 

is further combined with the ability to deliver microscale volumes of fluids for interaction with the optical fields. This has 

prompted wide assortment of utilizations particularly for investigation of natural elements of premium. In any case, the 

present gadgets generally stay bound to the labs with just a couple of gadgets created from delicate materials which can be 

utilized for implantable in-vivo experimentation. This is progressively significant in perspective on as of late created 

innovations like optogenetics where it is important to definitely test explicit neural cells. In my work, I propose and exhibit 

a significant advance towards growing such a gadget [1]. Optofluidics is likewise being gradually acknowledged in the field 

of vitality inquire about because of its capacity to convey light exactly at the required areas. This is particularly significant 

being developed of natural photobioreactors where the present routine with regards to carrying science to the wellspring of 

light is in part in charge of current unviability of photobioreactors for biofuel generation [2].  

 

A microfluidic channel is additionally incorporated in this manner building up a total optofluidic arrangement for natural 

investigations. In the second piece of this work, the advancement of a stacked waveguide photobioreactor for green growth 

based biofuel generation is portrayed. The advantages of the flimsy light ways and uniform light dispersion accomplished 

because of the stacked waveguide design are shown by examining biomass development and ethylene generation from 

hereditarily built cyanobacteria. Development rates are observed to be eightfold more noteworthy than a control reactor, 

supported ethylene creation is accomplished for 45 days, and ethylene generation rates multiple times more prominent than 

that of a routinely run photobioreactor are illustrated. These capacities are additionally improved by advancing the 

wavelength and the force of the episode light. The slim light ways present in the photobioreactor take into consideration 

huge conveying limits with optical densities of more than 20 equipped for being supported in the photobioreactor. 

Advancement of every one of these parameters prompted a further two crease improvement in ethylene generation rates 

prompting a general fourfold increment over an ordinarily run photobioreactor. Other than the test check, hypothetical 

models for light and warm circulation inside the stacked photobioreactors were likewise made. These outcomes hence given 

support to the stacked waveguide plan and investigation for improvement of a bigger scale model [3].  
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Conventional microfluidics is the control of fluids in the microscale, ordinarily on alleged microfluidic chips, on which 

liquids stream inside manufactured microchannels. Microfluidics show a couple of quite certain properties, that are not 

found in the macroscale, in particular laminar stream [2]. In laminar stream, as can be found in Figure 1, numerous fluids 

streaming in a similar channel blend by dispersion as it were. What's more, in this manner, sharp interfaces between the 

fluids can be kept up. From optofluidic perspective, this is significant, as it implies fluids with various refractive records 

and a sharp interface in the middle of them can stream inside the equivalent microchannel. This is fundamental for the high 

tunability present in optofluidic gadgets [4]. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Laminar flow in microfluidic channels 

 

Introducing the integration of optics to microfluidic channels is relatively easy, as typical microfluidic devices are already 

designed for optical analysis. Therefore, the materials used in microfluidic devices, most importantly glass and 

polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) are already transparent to optical light, and the fabrication of microfluidic channels, pumps, 

valves and mixers has been well developed [5]. Figure 2 shows architectures for common microfluidic components. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Microfluidic devices; a) a valve, b) a mixer, c) a pump 

 

 

OPTOFLUIDIC APPLICATIONS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY 

 

It is estimated that around 1.6 billion people currently lack access to electricity, with a majority of these residing in 

developing countries, which leads to a poor quality of life. Further, most of the current power age in creating nations is 

through non-inexhaustible sources like coal and oil assets which are ending up progressively rare and in this manner costly. 

Besides, extra utilization of these assets could fundamentally intensify a worldwide temperature alteration because of 
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expanded carbon emanations. In such a situation, it is in light of a legitimate concern for these nations to create sustainable 

power sources that can be either changed over to power or utilized for warming and lighting purposes straightforwardly. 

Sun oriented power, being the most copious and broadly accessible asset, (Jacobson and Delucchi 2011) [6] is a 

conspicuous decision to investigate and create. Despite the fact that sunlight based photovoltaic cell innovation has been 

grown altogether throughout the years, the expenses related with it are still enormous, (Ahuja and Tatsutani 2009) with 

infrastructural and support costs making infeasible for huge scale reception in creating nations [7].  

 

In such a situation, it is fitting to create 'off-matrix' assets that can be utilized locally and thusly dodge high infrastructural 

costs. One of the more alluring options is the advancement of photocatalytic fuel creation – a procedure wherein 

photograph initiated impetuses are utilized to drive synthetic responses for fuel generation. One of the more famous models 

is the part of water particles to deliver oxygen and hydrogen, which can be put away and utilized as a fuel. This innovation 

has been named as "fake photosynpaper" because of the likenesses with the regular photosynpaper procedure shown by 

plants. In a comparative vein, Nocera and associates have as of late revealed the advancement of a 'fake leaf' (Reece, Hamel 

et al. 2011) – a silicon cell covered with impetuses, which when put in water and presented to daylight begins delivering 

hydrogen without the need of any outside wires or instrumentation. Another gathering has shown a fake photosynpaper 

process on a microfluidic chip utilizing the proficient vehicle qualities offered by microfluidics to improve the productivity 

of the fuel generation process. As of late, Hoang et al. shown a photocatalyst that can work in the unmistakable range, 

which can prompt a critical improvement in the effectiveness of these gadgets under surrounding daylight. We allude the 

perusers to an ongoing survey by Erickson et al. for an itemized talk on the cutting edge photocatalytic innovation and its 

different optofluidic prospects [7].  

 

Photobioreactors, which are gadgets that utilization photosynthetic microorganisms, for example, green growth or 

cyanobacteria for creating higher vitality energizes utilizing daylight and carbon dioxide, speak to another significant 

hotspot for generation of biofuels. Biomass energizes are significant wellspring of family unit vitality in creating nations 

and particularly in numerous African nations where it is assessed to give vitality to about 90 percent of the households. 

However, as of now the majority of the fuel needs are met by consuming wood or charcoal, neither of which is useful for 

the earth, and is in expanding threat of being depleted.  Further, these powers are very wasteful and produce contaminations 

that have been connected to an enormous number of deaths.(Kammen 2006) Other choices incorporate utilizing harvests, 

for example, corn or soybean for the generation of biodiesel. Be that as it may, this would place them in direct challenge 

with sustenance crops for the restricted arable land and new water sources accessible for agriculture,(Searchinger, Heimlich 

et al. 2008) which are as of now deficient for nourishing the developing populaces in creating nations. Photobioreactors, 

then again, can be created in non-arable land and green growth and microbes can be developed utilizing seawater or even 

wastewater. (Campbell 2008; Larkum, Ross et al. 2012) [8] Further, various green growth and microscopic organisms have 

been recognized and hereditarily streamlined for the creation of fuels. One of the fundamental mechanical difficulties is the 

plan of photobioreactors with the goal that they can be enhanced for both daylight catch and conveyance, and creating 

effective fluidics for proficient supplement and fuel transport prompting most extreme generation of biomass and fuel per 

unit territory. For instance, Ooms et al. shown utilization of transitory light from TIFR for creation of fuel from a 

cyanobacteria [9].  

 

Optofluidics are utilized in a few applications including lab-on-chip gadgets, optical focal points, photonic gadgets and 

biosensors. In this section the principle applications are exhibited. Particularly detecting and investigation applications in 

life sciences are developing. Optofluidics can be likewise used in vitality applications, for example, photobioreactors and 

photocatalytic reactors which are utilized in sunlight based vitality based fuel creation and fluid based frameworks which 

are utilized in the control and accumulation of sun based radiation. Optofluidic parts, for example, versatile optical focal 

points or optofluidic magnifying instruments, can be used in imaging of various regions, for example, self-adjusting 

highlight on a phone camera or lab-on-chip reconciliation [10].  

 

This is because of property of liquid to alter the central length or optical way length of a focal point, which is conceivable 

when the vehicle of the fluid focal point is evolving. With the utilization of liquids, it is conceivable to control the record 

distinction, shape or bend of the focal point, which empowers progressively customizable functionalities in optical 

frameworks. A case of a microfluidic lense is appeared in Figure 3. An exceptionally commonplace application for 

optofluidics is to apply it in biosensors, which are utilized in natural and concoction identification and examination. The 

most widely recognized examination technique is estimating the progressions of refractive file of an example. The analytes 
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have generally unexpected refractive records in comparison to foundation arrangement, which can be then estimated. The 

structures of optofluidic refractive file sensors fluctuate [11].  

 

They can be founded on for instance photonic gems, photonic gem filaments or plasmonics, which can guide and bind light. 

They additionally show occasional dielectric or metallic structures with voids that can be utilized as microfluidic channels. 

Changes in the refractive record can likewise be estimated by interferometric structures, for example, Mach-Zender 

interferometers, ring resonators and Fabry-P'erot holes. Another common technique is estimating adsorption from 

specifically colored examples, utilizing a clear colorimetric strategy. Maybe the most appealing favorable position of these 

sensors is their capacity to distinguish ultra low amounts of analytes, and the outrageous decrease in the time it takes to 

procure these outcomes. Optofluidic biosensors can be utilized for instance in completely coordinated optofluidic 

immunoassays or polymerase chain response (PCR). For instance in PCR, photonics could be used in the microchip both 

cell lysis with laser just as the optical examination of the proteins (both as light source and as identifier) [12]. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: A few examples of optofluidic applications 1. Liquid lens  

           2. Multifunctional optofluidic chip and 3. Fresnel-lens 

 

Optical trapping and manipulation of particles is used often in optofluidic lab-on-chip applications. With optical powers 

(from a laser shaft for instance) in microfluidic channel it is conceivable to trap and hold dielectric particles longer in 

detecting areas and along these lines improve as far as possible. Atom arranging and control is additionally conceivable 

with these optical powers, which depend on the exchange of force from a photon to a dielectric molecule [13].  

 

This outcomes in two powers, a dissipating power and slope power, which cause the uprooting of article molecule. On 

account of entire cells, optics may likewise be utilized to lyse the caught cells and empower investigation of single cell 

content. Notwithstanding life science applications, optofluidics have been used in vitality applications, for example, 

photobioreactors, photocatalytic reactors and fluid based frameworks in sun based radiation accumulation. In 

photobioreactors, which are utilized in fuel generation, the photosynthetic microorganisms are utilized to change over a low 

vitality carbon source, (for example, carbon dioxide) and light into higher vitality items, (for example, hydrocarbon powers) 

[14].  

 

Optofluidics can be utilized to improve the dissemination of light to the photoreactor and consequently increment the 

vitality thickness of reactor. In photocatalytic reactors the vitality of light is utilized to quicken substance responses (for 

instance in response where carbon dioxide and water is changed over into hydrocarbon energizes). Photocatalytic reactors 
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depend on photon-driven, photosynthetic procedure. For example, in the event of photobioreactors, optofluidics can be 

utilized to upgrade light appropriation [15].  

 

Optofluidics can be utilized in supposed Fresnel-focal point, which is a sun powered gatherer. From Fresnel-focal point the 

approaching light can be gathered and centered straightforwardly into optical strands, empowering simple light 

transportation. With fluid focal points, the control (for example through electrowetting) of focal point is conceivable and in 

this manner it is conceivable to get huge central length extend than conventional strong focal points can give [16].  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Thermal control at little scales is another open door offered by optofluidics in vitality frameworks. Diminishing the reactor 

volume fundamentally lessens the measure of vitality required to keep up appropriate warm conditions for photosynthetic 

development or photocatalytic responses. Similar structures used to characterize fluidic streams and optical pathways can 

likewise be utilized to control the temperature of a liquid all through a framework. In a conventional photobioreactor, the 

enormous funnels are presented to daylight and light assimilation through the volume of the liquid causes both a 

temperature increment and an exponential rot in light force. The outcome is non-uniform light force dispersion and relating 

non-uniform warmth age or potentially photoreactions. In a microstructured reactor, varieties of optical waveguides can 

appropriate the light consistently all through the volume. This can be accomplished by utilizing a similar liquid channels to 

move both the reactants and items. On the other hand, the liquid could encompass the optical waveguides and be 

enlightened fleetingly or through an outcoupling component.  

 

Comparative procedures are presently utilized in optofluidics, and they can be promptly connected to sun based reactors. It 

is significant that these applications will by and large include more intricate liquids than those generally utilized in 

optofluidic frameworks. The presentation of dynamic photosynthetic microorganisms will give extra moves regard to light 

dissipating, transport and biofouling, notwithstanding life form explicit temperature necessities. As plot in this Review, the 

capacity of optofluidics to control light and liquids has specific pertinence to vitality applications. Models secured here 

incorporate vitality change utilizing photobioreactors, photocatalytic procedures and light accumulation and control. The far 

reaching utilization of optofluidics in the vitality field will require further research in, for example, encouraging complex 

photochemical responses and tending to difficulties in the production of microstructured reactors, for example, creation, 

obstructing and fouling. These endeavors will be well-roused by the colossal capability of optofluidics in vitality. Looking 

forward, we expect the principal qualities and sizes of optofluidics to empower a wide range of utilizations in the vitality 

field. 
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